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During a party congress on Nov. 2-3, the Christian Democrats reiterated support for the market
economy model promoted by President Patricio Aylwin's administration. Characteristics of the
economic system approved by the Christian Democrats include stable growth, equal economic
opportunity, and promotion of the free and creative functioning of markets. On the same weekend,
the Socialist Party formally abandoned marxist-leninist doctrine. Henceforth, party membership is
open to anyone "whose philosophical ideals do not violate citizens' freedom, equality, and political
rights." Congress participants also approved changes in the party's organizational charter to
prohibit the formation of internal factions. Another significant change is proportional representation
by leaders from throughout the country to reduce Santiago party members' domination of the
central committee. [Sources: La Nacion (Chile), El Mercurio (Chile), 11/04/91]
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